
AP WORLD HISTORY, AMSCO CHAPTER 1 

Period 1: Pre-History to 600 B.C.E 

From Hunter Foragers to Settled Societies, Pages 2-11    Name: ________________________ 

"Civilizations take ages to be born, to settle, and to grow." 

1. Why is the spread of humans across the globe one of the most significant achievements for humans? 

 

2. What are two tools humans developed during the Paleolithic Period?   

 

3. What are two things the use of fire allowed humans to do? 

 

4. Why are the early kin, clan, and tribe groups important to trade in the Paleolithic Period? 

 

5. Why did early human groups divide themselves by gender and eventually become patriarchal? 

 

6. What evidence do we have that early humans had religion and art? 

 

7. What were two of the first domesticated plants? 

 

8. Why is the domestication of plants important to the development of early civilizations? 

 

 



9. What was the first animal to be domesticated? 

 

 

10. Why is the domestication of animals important to the development of early civilizations? 

 

11. Why are pastoralists so important to the cultural diffusion between people?  

 

12. Why is specialization of labor so important to the development of civilization? 

 

13. What are the five major groups that developed first through specialization of labor? 

 

14. Why did social stratification occur in the first towns, villages, and cities? 

 

15. Why are Jericho and Catal Huyuk so important considering neither became sites for civilizations? 

 

16. What was the effect of surplus food on the creation of governments? 

 

17. What lead to the creation of religious ceremonies? 

 

18. What practice was first developed by the Hebrew people? 

 



19. What did the Vedic religion emphasis? 

 

20. What did the Zoroastrian religion focus their beliefs on? 

 

21. What were the five technological inventions that were invented through specialization of labor? 

 

22. What were the two metals found and or developed between 3300 and 2300 B.C.E? 

 

23. What are some social struggles that plagued new civilizations that still plague us today?  

 

24. Where did the first four civilizations develop? (Be Specific)  

 

25. Why do historians have a hard time including the civilizations of Mesoamerica and the Andes mountains as major 

river valley civilizations? 

 

 

Short Answer: 

26. Compare and contrast how people in nomadic societies and people in the first settled societies interacted. 

 

 

27. Compare and contrast social stratification in hunter-forager societies and in the first settled societies. 

 

 



28. Analyze continuities and changes in  religion before and after the Neolithic Revolution. 

 

 

29. What caused early agricultural and pastoral societies to become more stratified? 

 

 

30. Why does the amount of sculpture, painting, and other forms of art increase as a society moves from hunting and 

gathering to agriculture? 

 

 

Time Line: 
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Period 1: Continuities Period 1: Changes 

1.  Animism still continues  

2.  Gender roles 

3.  Social stratification 

 

1.  Hunter Gather to agriculture 

2.  Specialization of Labor 

3.  Creation of government institutions 

4.  Animism to formal religions 

5.  Rise of priest class 

6.  Technological advances 

 


